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A HAPPY ending is in the air for
a historic theatre after years of
uncerl:mnty over its lﬂng-
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listed Journal Tyne Theatre in
¢ Road and transfer own-

" ership to the Tyne Theatre and
Opera House Preservation Trust.

Around £500,000 would be needed for
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and parapet, with the trust then aiming to
maise up to £7m over five years (o preserve,
‘develop and restore the 1867 theatre to its
mm
].uun:rl ago The Journal reported the

of & drive by the trust to mise £5m to
resstore the 1,100-capacity building and en-
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Environment Editor
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‘will be asked next month to ap-

then it is about securing the fabric of the
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end of the wnnel the vision is that the

Future secure as eouncll takes centre stage

Historic
theatre

set for a
long run

oyoydefng,/ Mn" o S[ISEIMSM D] MMM

sure it future as not only a working theatre, Surmmershy, building will be restored as a magnificent mone certain fufure and the critical is
but also as a visitor attraction, exhibition, *Ihe main thing is that we are working  theatre which from all over the to secure the fabric of the buildi
educational and training resource. with the city, and they are on board and wmhupefuﬂfmmmemklvdll John Miller, city councl of
The national Theames Trust gives the . making it happen, and the im-  come (o see sustainable development, said: “The na-
building its highest star rating and describes portance of what is such a valuable asset to “I‘hedtyhmhmahmhml.rmpﬂbmd tional Theatres Trust wex hyrical about
it as "s very fine theatre of the highest Mewcastle. is very much behind us” the bullding and say it is one of the
theatrical and architectural * withan “We have really moved forwand and we Deputy city council leader David Faulkner important theatres in the  whole
auditorium which is one of  are pretty confident that we can create areal  said: "There been a lot of uncerainty in © countrg” k
the finest of its date in Britain.” future for the theatre, the past but we are confident we now have a
But the building is currently on English “The first step was always acquisiion and  route forward for protecting and upgrading Comment: Page 10
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It's what /' THEATRE FACTS
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we had and had the backing of prominent Tyneside
‘politician and businessman Joseph Cowen. 1
hO ed for @ it is the oldest working Victorian theatre inthe | |
p country. !
a]l al ilthasthenmﬁtcmpletﬂ_ set of complex stage
o1l machinery of the period. -
@ |n 189293 improvements were carried out
THE boss of the owners of the mﬂngma opening of the Winter Gardens Tea
meﬁﬁtgi&oﬁu& |
day welco p fllhlﬁﬂ&pﬂdﬂlmtﬂﬂﬂtﬁ&tﬁ'ﬂlﬁhlattham
i 1l what we have Poped 06| converted the building into the Stoll cinema. ,
temporary guardians for the @ It stayed a cinema until 1974 and re-opened as a
bullding but we would not have
B ks 80 ke the Tl ﬂ'leal.mﬂ'lreeyemlater
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building” said Ian Baggett,
managing disector of the eonversion of adjoining former port of Tyne HOQ in
Jesmond-based developers. buildings into apartmenits had Newcastle, into apartments and
“We are happy 1o see the enabled the sale of the theatre at ~ is abaut to begin work on an
theatre restored, and that we a more favourable price to £18m business park containing
have played a part in the latest secure its future. 42 office buildings at the former
chapier of its history” Adderstone also converted Austen and Pickersgill shipyard
Mr Baggeit said that the the listed Bewick House, the site in Sunderland.



