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The city that has

OOKING at cuttings from The
L:wmm

Sunderiand in 1992 feels like & trip
rather further down memory lane than
Just 15 years.

When city stans asrived, i1 was less than
for years since the last dhipyand dosed,
ending more than 500 years of radition, and
the shutderam af Wearmouth Colliery was sdll
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The fabeke ol the cty has sines changed
beyond recogniton in manmy aress, with the
riversade in pardoular now completely
ransiommed, and images of the old run down
Cley Library and Museum, Sunderdand
Folpwechnic and the Vs Erwery now
looking very dated indesd.

Faker Park is long gone. 0 be replaced by
the spariding Stadium of Light — on the
coliery site — the Hbeary and mussum have
niow been split, and the museumn has gabned
the new Winter Gardens, and slicing beneath
the city cenire and ot to the west side of the
ity runs the £58m Metm extension.

These are just a handful of emmples of the
extensve regenemtion schemes malised in
recent times. The landscape, hoth pinsically
aned mestapshorically: is fundamentally diffenen:
ey,

But is the change in Sunderiand since ciry
status armived menely sidn deep? How much
has the place actually changed in its soonomy
el its prospectsT

A quick glanoe at the names of the city’s big
emmployers i very revealing in this respect.

Two of few constants are the giang Nissan
wwnuhhtﬁgmmdmnmku

ackbone

western fringe of the dity, & the hear of is
Mames like T-Mobils, Licpnds TSA,

Barclays and Nilke are over the doors at the
offices there

Business people have voted Sunderdand as
one of the UKSs top five places w do business,
and the city has mow besn nominated e
timnes &s one of the seven “Most IT Inedligent®
cities in the wordd

And while the creation of new jobs is most
weloome, the immense change of the last
decade and a half has not been without
troubles - many thousands have lost thedr
positions as industrial companies shut up
:|h|:|p.

Muost recemtly we have soen the final
demise of the ditys centuries old glass maldng
indhustry with the dosures of the Arc (fommerdy

It is now 15 years since Sunderland was given city

status by the Queen. Graeme King examines
how it has changed -
economy, and in its outlook.

in appearance, in its

Mewells) and Corning glass fsctories. There
was also the koss of hundreds of jobs with the
closure of Stag Furniture and bundry firm
County Lupodon.

Bast with Daodond and Sunderland
Enterprise Park now horme o huge numbers
iof workers - whatever the vagaries of the call
cenire industry o which mamy of those
belong - the aity’s economy is now o million
mifles from thie plonare of 1992

Recent sucoess stories include Morthem
Rock announcing 2,500 new jobs, Tede UK
bringing 250, Tanfeld Group sdding 400 and
Continental Comeeyor bringing 180 maone.

During the fve-year period 2001-2005, the
total numibser of jobs in the city increassd by
14.500 or 135%, compared to B9% across the
Marth-East, and 3.4% in the UK

And down bry the banks of the River Wear,
the £50rm 5 Perer's campus of Sunderiand
University, standing where ships wem once
built, is & potent symbal of the city's
renalssamoe

The university s now home o 14,000
students, and has focused its activities on two
rain gites, rather than being scattensd across
thee towwm a5 in pre-1952 days as a polytechnic.
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in Seaffordshie, and is happy to look back on
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He sy “The Arc has been here ondy five
years but beyond that, over the last 10 years,
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h these was quite a lot of
dacline in heavy industry, o leave us with a
|post-imdusarial ey

“If you're looking for something significant
in thee last 10 to 15 years, its that the
econaimic base has becoms mch mooe solid
~and far; far less reliant on heavy indusory

“I weould mot wish what has happened on
anybody, but the dity has now come through
it And now Sunderland is rght on dee cusp of
real change — itk steadied imelf, which s no
mean fizat, with the dity cound] and RDA

fighting a lot of fires. It's been complicated,
difficult but necessary work."

Mr Macartney cites Dofiord International
Business Park as a key development in
changing the face of Sunderland. The site
mezit i the AlS now hosts more than 8,000
wurkers in its various constinsent compartes

- providing an employment base on the same
ldnd ol scale as the shipyands provided in
thisir later years.

And he speaks of developments such as the
Bridges 2 extenssion to the clty’s main
shopping centre as important in the Image of
Sunderdand changing ~ and providing the
Ibasis fior developers 1o have faith in imvestdng
Turther.

After many years of trytng, the Arc i now
close B ahle 1o redevelop the former
Ve sbte in the cry centre — and property link
the: ity 10 s river.

The formerdy industrial riverside is a
particular area of renewed faith, afier many
decades when nobody used the area for
amything but making a living.

Mir Macarnery says: “With the river, there
was something which happened 1o many
European rivers - where a city is said to have
‘turned its backs’ on the river. But 1 dort
acoept that - the neason they weme forced 10
do it, was that the rivers wens industrialised.

“When de-industrialisation happens, and
In Sunderand - and my home city of
Glaspow 100 — there s an opportunity o
redevelop. What have now been laid are the

bilocks for the nma phase "

One of the key players in the regenemation
of Sunderand has obrdously been its local
quthu.rll]r.

Peter Chapman, assistant chisl executive of
Sunderand Clry Counedl, said much had been
achieved to change the dty.

He said: “Sundedand has undergone a
massive ransformation since it achieved iy
stais with more and more people choosing
1o e, work and study here as regeneraton
contdnues while the community retins the
characteristcs which make Sunderiand such
a special, disdnctive place.”

Paul Woolston is managing partner of
accountancy and professional services firm
PricevwaterhouseCoopers (PwC) in Newcasthe.
He was bom in Hendon in Sunderiand and

went 10 schood thene. His panents sdll lbae in

recent years can be built upon, and that
Sunderiand can develop further - both in its
piysical infrestructure and thaough its people.
He sy “Sunderiand has always been
good at creating things out of adversity. The

hat There's a degree of greater
I'l'.‘l:lll‘lﬂ!plﬂ;l:mdw!ﬁ'lhln.k:ﬁ a5 dio

ﬂm stoical and with a great
Tl

Mr Woolston sees the eity having what he
calls “snchors” ke the employment provided
by MNissan for more than 20 years, but also

hvdng
in perception terms -
arrival of department store Debenhams in the

ity.
He also sees an important structurml issoe

| affecting the destimy of tye city — that it has

| largedy lost its middle casses in recmnt dmes.

He sald: *1 think we need to recreate
something, where we have better quality
housing, better quality of living, i have a
balanced comrmumirg

“T'm neot & big fan of the middle class per
=2, but you do need a balance. We are already
seeing the signs of it in some aneas. In
‘Washington, house prices are high*

Theere are good signs in the public secior
o, Mr Woalston believes, with the cty
council being consistently well graded, and
the dty’s main I'ﬂq.nldwd]d'm#!nl:tﬁﬂe
Sunderand Arc is making progress with its

Projecis oo
He says: “The Vau site is pretty critical -
some things have a Impact that

g0 beyond the event jtself. Having a brewery
here was importans, and its only now its
gone that you realiss how inlweniial it was.

“Having that going. end the empey sie
around for such a long droe — to have that
rransformed will be wital. What I would e 1o
sew | the ety is some heightening of the
ambidon and sspirarions there

“The city needs o be not just doing
bener, but doing ly beter. It
could be the Vi site — that could be really
comde”

S0 after 15 years as a dity, Sunderland now
appears o be setting into s sans. Afer
undergoing so much change, & new
i.uru:lacspcl.sapp-:mnq,mdﬂuﬁmlﬂdr

Is iImprowing along with its sell
confidence. With billions maore spending in
the pipeline, and structural plans fof the
economy well advanced, te future looks
bright

BEFORE AND AFTER

NEW STADIUM: Laft, Fans &t the Stadium of Light; rght. the former Wearmouth colliery site before the stadium was bulll.
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FUTURE VISION: Left, an artist's impression of the ambitious £30(
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Major new developments still to come In Sunderiand:

® £17m Aguatic Cantre, nexd 1o Stadium of Light - the only 50
mietre pool between Leeds and Edinburgh — part of Stadium Park
development.

@ Faringdon Row — the 15-acre site is intended for new homes
and offices, with'a materpian being drawn up by Hypostyle —
Architects.

® Holmeside Tiangie - new £120m metail development to be
created by Thomfield properties of London,

@ Vaux site — £300m project including 1,000 homas, offices, two
hotels, lelsure facilities, shops, bars and restaurants,

ROYAL VISIT: The Queen arrives at Sunderand Civic Centre
in 1993, for her first “city” visit.

Sunderand - city milestones

@ March 1992 - City status officially granteg

® Juna 1992 - Sunderand Polytechnic wins uniwrsity statis

@ May 1993 - Queen's visit to mark city status

@ Early 19905 - Start of development on Doxfiond Intemationsl
Business Park and Sunderland Enterprise Park

@ Decemnbir 1994 - Wearmouth Colliery closes

@ 1595 - First phase of Sunderand Rverside campus opens

& August 1996 - Nissan oolebrates 10 years on Wearside

@ May 1997 - Rower Park foothall round closes

W July 1997 - Stadium of Light opens

® 1337 - Cowia Group rebrands as Amiva and embarks on an
intarmational expansion drive,

® 1995 - Viauw brewery closes afer 160 years In business

@ 2000 - £40m expansion of Bridges Shopping Centre openg.
® January 2001 - Nissan commits o buliding the new Micra in
Sunderiand

@ July 2001 - Sunderiand Messum and Winter Gandens opens 1o
the pulbic

2002 - Sunderiand eolension of Tine & Wear Metro opéns

& Decemier 2004 - Refusbishied and enlarged Empire Theatre e
opens,

& January 2007 - Closurs of Newells (ARC) glass factory hersits
the end of the industry in Sun derland

& Margh 2007 - planning permession graned e Sundidand Acs
re developrment of Vau Brewerles city cantre alte

Ea

NI

WINTER GARDENS BUILT: Left, the old City Library and Museum; right, the new Winter Gardens,

slopment scheme for the Vau site; right, the former Vaux Brewery,
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